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SELECTIONS 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE PANJAB, 


NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, 
OUDH, AND CENTRAL PROVINCES, 


Received up to 15th August, 1874. 


POLITICAL @omnst! C). 


The Jabalpur Samdéchér for May and June (but received 
on the 10th August) has an article, contributed by a corres. 
pondent, on the native judicial officers of the Central Pro- 
vineces, After remarking that the administration of justice 
depends on the knowledge and ability of the officer on whom 
that duty devolves, the writer goes-on to say that in the Cen- 
tral Provinces there are many native judicial officers who have 
risen to their present high position without undergoing the : 
course of training to which similar officers are subjected in the 
Regulation Provinces. Their qualifications are consequently 
confined to a very cursory knowledge of law treatises and re- 
ports, and it is vain therefore to expéct that they will dispense 
justice in the way which characterizes the procedure of an Eng- 
lish officer, The writer supports his statement by mentioning 
the example of an officer of this kind at J ubbulpore, who has 
committed grave errors and has deviated from the prescribed 
Procedure in a case of * family property = which lately came 


before ‘him, 
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‘The same paper complains that at the Jabbulpore tre 
‘as well as at some other treasuries in the Central Provinces, 


the encashment of currency notes is refused, and no reasons 


are assigned for the refusal pare the same-reply, that ‘ it 


is contrary to orders to do se.” The people have always 
looked upon currency notes as cash’ in & more convenient 
form, and regarded any amount of money invested in them 
as safe and recoverable at any time ; they now find, however, 


that-they were mistaken. There have always been persons 


who apprehended that by the introduction of paper currency 
into India, Government intended to deprive them of their 
money, ‘and to give them mere pieces of paper in return; an 
the refusal on the part of Treasury Officers at Jubbulpore to cash 
notes will, the editor fears, have the effect of confirming such 


apprehension, and shaking the confidence of the people in 
Government promises. 


The article concludes by the expression of an opinion that 
every Government treasury should without the slightest 
hesitation pay cash for all genuine notes, whatever the amount 


may be, without any regard to the circles to which they 
belong g. 


The same paper has been informed that some zamindars 


and malguzars, who go te the Jubbulpore tahsil to. pay in their 


revenue instalments, are compelled to pay something in addi- 
tion to the amount of their instalments as subscriptions to 
the Bengal Famine Relief Fund. If this information be true, 
the writer asks under what authority this mode of collecting 
subscriptions has been adopted. The article protests against 
‘the adoption of any coercive measures for raising subscrip- 
tions to the fund, and thinks that an appeal should be made 
‘to the charitable feelings of the people, and only money that 
is voluntarily contributed should be accepted. et 


The writer has also been told that the tahsfldar very often 
absents himself from offite, and that whenever he doeg attend, 


it is very late in the day. The consequence is that much 
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unnecessary délay ensues in the decision of cases, and suitors 
are put to great incon ven lence. 


The same paper has an article on = tee sanitation of Jubbul—- 
pore. Itis observed that, while the exterior of the city pre- 
sents a beautiful and imposing aspect, the interior is ina very 
bad state as regards sanitation. The municipal bye-laws. 
prohibit the people from throwing any dirt, rubbish, or filth 

of any description into the streets, and from allowing the water 
of any sink, sewer, &c., belonging to or being upon the 
premises of any householder or shopkeeper to run down any 
road, street, or public place; hence the people are com- 
pelled to keep their rubbish, sinks, urinals, and cess-pools. 
within their houses. It may be imagined what effect the deadly 
effuvia from all these or deposits nen on the public 
health, : 


The latrines moreover belonging to the ‘Seen ae generally 
left in such a dirty condition as to endanger public health, 
This is chiefly owing to neglect of duty on the part of the- 
sweepers, who, though sufficiently and regularly paid, perform 
their work in a most indifferent manner. In Jubbulpore, as in: 
all other cities, the sweepers have combined to distribute the. 
manure, &., among themselves, and so to realize money in 
addition to the salaries they receive from the municipality. 


The editor is of opinion that unless. the municipal commite- 
tee sets apart certain places in each mohalla for throwing the rub- 
bish of the houses, so that it may be removed by conservancy 
carts every morning ; and unlessit allows the water of the sinks 
of the houses to flow into the drains at the sides of streets, and 
aids the householders in making the sweepers do their duty- 
properly, there. can be no hope that the abuses in question will 
be remedied, 


The same paper refers to a strange proclamation made by 
beat of drum i in J ubbulpore recently, that all shopkeepers and 
other persons should’ ‘salute all European officers passing 
through the bazar, “Lhe writer fails to see: the justice of 
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the order, and is at a:loss to understand by. — a 
or from what cause it was issued. 


A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Hoshang- 
fbid, remarks on the case of Musammét Janki, widow of 
Malikchand Bhagwandas. As her late husband left no 
thale issue, the widow, it appears, came into the property, 
consisting of a banking firm and other estates. She lately 
had her brother’s name‘ registered as the manager of the 
firm, to the exclusion‘ of the former manager and Daélchand, 
a distant relative of her‘husband. Soon after this change, 
defalcations to the extent of three lakhs were discovered in the 
accounts of the’ firm; but before J&énki could refer the matter 
to the court, Dalchand brought an action in the criminal 
court against her brother, the new manager. In consequence 
of this state of things the business of the firm is at a stand- 
still. D&lchand has the upper hand, and through his intrigue 
cash bags have been secretly removed from the bank. He has 
even gone so far as to place a guard of his own over the 
treasure room. The widow has been obliged to have recourse 
to law for justice, and to borrow money for conducting the 
suit. 


The writer has not the least doubt but that Janki will 
eventually carry the day against her enemies, but at the same 
time thinks it dangerous to leave the firm in the hands of a 
young widow, beset as she is by ill-designing persons. He 
hopes the Court of Wards will see to this. 


The Akhbdr-1- Anjuman-t- Panjdb of the 7 th pene gives 
a history of the Chief: Court, Panjab, showing how at first 
it was a Judicial: Commissioner’s Court, how in-1866 it was 
raised to its present position, and how since then its work has 
_been characterized by steady progress. He suggests that in 
consideration of the growing increase of work, the number 
of its Judges should be increased, and it, should be raised to 
the position of a High Court of J udicature,. 


(° 815. ) 


The Hindi Prakdsh of the same date petitions the autho- 
rities at Amritsar on the part of the people there to order 
the sweepers to wear some kind of badge while passing in the 
bézérs, by means of which they _* be —" from 


_ persons of the higher classes. 


The same paper. elite of the suggestion of the Mau- 
nicipal Committee of Amritsar t» recover from the owners 
the cost of cleaning wells of the.city which are used by every 
one. Apart from the fact that the owners alone do not derive 
benefit from the wells, some of them are too poor to bear the 
expense, and it is therefore but fair that the cost of cleaning 
all wells without distinction: should be borne by the munici- 


pality. 


A correspondent of the same paper invites attention to 
the cruel practices of the owners of the ikkds in the Panjab. 
Small and weak horses are used by them for drawing the 
ikkds which carry five or six persons each to long distances, 
and not unfrequently a horse has to travel 48 miles in a 
day. It is high time that the attention of the Municipal 
Committees of the Panjib be directed to the abuse. The 
correspondent suggests the appointment of a sub-committeo, 
whose duty it should be to inspect all dak gari and ikkd horses 
once a month. , 


The editor hopes the Lientenant-Governor of the Panjé 
will see to this. - : 


The Koh-i- Nir of the 8th hsieeas says that the greater 
part of the Jullundur and Hoshidrpur road has no trees on 
elther side, in consequence of which travellers suffer great 
inconvenience. The Deputy Commissioners are blamed for 
taking no, notice of this. 


The same paper remarks on the well known dispute 
between the Musalm4ns and Christians at Hoshiarpur. It 
is observed that though, at the instance of the Deputy Com- 
Missioner, certain Pandits and Maulvis have declared. it 
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lawful for Christians to draw water from the Hind& and 
Musalm4n wells, the peoplé are not satisfied with the deci- 
sion. They are willing to set apart two or three wells for the 
exclusive use of the Christians, but the Deputy Commis- 
sioner will not be satisfied with this. ‘he writer anticipates 
difficulties and disputes from this state of things, and would ask 
the Deputy Commissioner to yield to popular prejudices. 


The same paper wonders that there should be no honor- 


ary magistrates in the Hoshiérpur district, although the 
need of such officers is much felt there. 


The editor also complains of the bad sanitary state of 
the Hoshiérpur city. The Janes as well as the bazars are: 
very dirty ; whilemany of the people mostly resort to the out- 
side of the city for necessary purposes. It is the duty of 
the municipal committee to remove these abuses. 


The Panjdbi Akhbdr of the same date, under the heading 
“ Amritsar,” draws attention to the vicious practices of the 
badmdshes of that city. They smoke charas, sing obscene 
songs from early morning till midnight, and are a great 
nuisance to society in general, The police ought to keep 
them under proper control. 

It is added that persons who go to or come from the 
railway station at night are stopped at the city gate by police- 
men. for this reason many passengers from the city would 
prefer going to the station in the evening to wait there till the 
arrival of the train, but they are not permitted by the railway 
police to do so. The writer further complains that the road 
from the city to the railway station is kept dark at night, 


The Mir-ul-Anwdr of the same date, under the heading 
“Delhi,” states that two persons of respectable families for 
the sake of Rs. 10 seduced a woman’ said to be a relative 
of theirs, and took her to the head-clerk; of the Thuggee 
Office, who confined her in a house. Next morning Mr. 
Hamilton, the City Inspector; becoming aware of this, went 
to the spot and with great difficulty released the woman. She 
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hen brought an action against the head-clerk-in the criminal 
court; but, unfortunately. for her, the witnesses were won over 
by the defendant, and the consequence was that the latter was 
simply sentenced by the Assistant Commissioner to pay a fine 
of Rs. 30, while the two procurers escaped with impunity. 


This case has also ‘been noticed by the local paper (the 
Urdié Akhbar). 


A correspondent of the Agra Akhbdr of the 10th August, 
who subscribes himself as the “Doctor of a Regiment,” writes 
as follows with regard to the Agra police :— . 


‘¢ Only recently a case discreditable to the Sikandré police 
was brought to light, and now there is an instance of the 
illegality on the part of the Sadr. police-station. The parti- 
culars are these. Govind B&bu. was long since carrying on 
an intrigue with Musammiét Gaura Pujdran, resident of the 
sadr bézér. It happened that a disagreement took place be- 
tween the guilty couple, and the whole secret was revealed, 
and the woman and her paramour were arrested by the police 
on the charge of adultery on the midnight of the 30th July, 

but were soon after released.” 


The writer asks by what authority the police iota such 
a course. The woman ought to have.been despatched to the 
Cantonment Magistrate’s Court to await her trial. 


The Karndmah of the same date, under the heading 
* Aligarh,”’ notices a serious case which has happened in Si- 
kandré Rao. Owing to the enmity of a talukdér, one man 
was killed and several others were: wounded on the occasion 
of the attachment of an estate. The writer remarks that al- 
though the talukdérs of the Aligarh district ; oppress their 
tenants in yarious ways, they invariably escape punishment, 

The Benares. correspondent of the Patidla Akhbdr of the 
same date is glad to observe that the Lieutenant-Governor 
of the North-West. has taken. due notice of the complaint 
Which appeared in a recent issue of that paper, viz., that the 
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elaims of passed candidates for tahsildérships are generally 
overlooked by Collectors, and all vacancies which occur are 
filled up chiefly by their own protegés ; further, that he has 
called upon the Collectors of all districts to submit a list of 
the tahsildars in their respective districts who have not passed 
the prescribed examination, and another of passed candidates. 
The writer goes on to say that in reply to this order the 
Collector of Benares has written to the Government that there 
are no passed candidates for tahsildarships in his district, 
although the writer can mention the names of several such 
men. 


The attention of Government is invited to this. 


The Shola-i-Tivir of the 11th August repeats complaints 
of the mismanagement of the Post Office. The editor has 
again received several letters from his subscribers complain- — 
ing that copies of the paper. frequently never reach them. 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 14th August points out the ad- . 
visability of utilizing a portion of the money now spent in the 
maintenance of dispensaries in the appointment of able and 
skilful native physicians for the: benefit of the native public. 
The time has not yet come when the people can fully appre- 
ciate English treatment, and the majority of them still have 
recourse to incompetent native doctors, The plan here 


suggested will remove this abuse, and enable the people to 
secure the services of good physicians. 


POLITICAL (FOREIGN.) 

A correspondent ‘of the Panjdbt Akhbdr of the 8th August, 
writing from Jodhpur, eomplains of a total disregard to clean- 
liness in that city. Dirt may be seen lying before every shop 
in the bizar, while the lanes of: the city remain in a very 
filthy and disgraceful state. Worse. still, the inhabitants do 
not make use of the privies in their own houses, but resort 
to the neighbouring hills for necessary purposes. 


The Urd&é Akhbdr of the same date says that under the 
orders of the Raja of Bundi (Rajputana) all travellers who 
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enter the State are forced to pay a duty on their luggage, and 
that-in:ease of. any one of them possessing no money at the 
time, his clothes, &¢:,.are seized by the peons in charge of the 
gate. The writer. deprecates this act of oppression, which re- 
flects discredit on the Raja and the officers of his State. — 


~The Oudh Akhbdr of the 11th August thinks the time 
allowed by Government :to the Mahéraja of Baroda for re- 
forming the management of his State insufficient. The editor 
is of opinion that the'Mah4r4ja should have been allowed at 
least three years’ grace, the term formerly. allowed to the Ma- — 
harféja of Jodhpur under similar circumstances. He also 
thinks it unfortunate that while rumours to the prejudice of 
| the State gain a rapid publicity, facta favourable to it remain 


concealed. 
COMMERCIAL, 


( Railways. > 


The Hinds Prakdeh thanks the Government Consulting 
Engineer, Panjab Railway, for having taken due notice of 
the complaint which appeared in that paper of the 3rd July 
(noticed at pp. 242-43 of the Selections up to 8th July). He 
hopes that the railway guard in fault will be brought to 
punishment, in order that other railway officials may take 
warning from his conduct’ : 3 

The same paper mentions another instance of the oppres- 
sion of railway officers. Rahimat Alf, a native of Jullundur, 
who was appointed by Mr. A. M. Saunders, Assistant Traffic 
Manager, Umballa Cantonment, as a luggage clerk on a 
salary of Rs; 10 per mensem, worked in that capacity on the 
Umballa and Meerut Cantonment railway stations. for 24 
months without being allowed’ any pay. He complained of 
this to the Assistant Traffic Manager, and was told that un- 
less the Station Master of the Umballa Cantonment wrote to 
him on the: subject he could do nothing in the matter. On 
this thé clerk’ submitted two ‘petitions to the Station Master, 

but received no reply, and: was at: last obliged to quit his ap- 


Pointment and go to his home. 
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In the next article the same paper says that three tkhds 
on their way from Amritsar to Hoshiarpur, which were 
consigned +0 the Bias railway station on the 30th J uly for 
despatch across the river by the goods train, in conformit y 
with a recent notice of the Railway Company, were detained 
at the station till the following day to the great inconvenience 
of the owners, who were at last jbliged to get them back and 
convey them across the river hy means of a ferry-boat, 


This the editor thinks does not speak well for the man age- 
ment of the Railway Company. 


The Koh-i-Nér of the 8th August points out the need of 


the following reforms at the Amritsar, Jullundur, and Hoshi- 
&rpur railway stations :~- 


(a.) The two-storeyed third class carriages, Which are 
extremely 1 inconvenient, should be altogether done away with. 


(bs) No more than 30' or 40 passengers each should be 
seated in the rest of the third class carriages. 


(c.) The doors of the carriages should be unlocked at 
stations where the train stays for 10 minutes or longer. 


(d.) The order prohibitin g the friends and relatives of 
native passengers from accompanying them to the railway 
station to see them depart, and coolies from carrying their 
lu ggage into the station, should be cancelled. 


The Rohileund Akhbar of the same date. attributes the 
frequency of accidents on railway lines to the intemperate 
habits of railway employés, the guards and others, and 

| the insufficient number of tele sgraph signallers at the railway 
stations. The article urges Government to lay down a strict 
rule prohibiting all railway servants from indulgin g in the use 
of spirituous liquors, and to see that at least four si ignallers 
are woh at each small station. 
EDUCATIONAL. sis 


‘The Aligarh Institute Gazette of the 7th Angust, in an 
[article contributed by Baba Kashi Nath, Head-master of the 
_ Anglo-Vernacular School, Sissi ( Allahabad) , criticizes the 
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romark made by Saiyad Abmail Khan, 0.8. 1, on ‘the edu- 
cation imparted at Government colleges and abbioals at the 
meeting recently held by him at Basti for the purpose of ob- 
taining subscriptions in aid of the Muhammadan Anglo- 
Oriental University. In explaining the object of the pro- 
posed University College, the Saiyad spoke strongly on an 
important defect in the éducational system obtaining in the 
Government colleges, which, he said, he hoped to remove by 
establishing a collége of his own. ‘It is, that miuch of the time 
of thé Indian youths is spent there without their acquiring 4 
sound knowledge of English, such as would enable them to 
read and write that language with tolerable ease and accur- 
acy. In support of this assertion the Saiyad quoted the 
words of the Director of Public Instruction, which areto the 
effect that a boy, commencing the study of English at the age 
of 12, is scarcely able to pass successfully the entrance ex- 
amination of the Calcutta University when he is 20 years old; 
and that, even if he does pass, his knowledge will not suffice 
to do more than enable him to teach others what he himself has 
learnt. The writer remarks that Mr. Kempson’s words are prac- 
tically true, and that the reason why native lads cannot acquire 
a thorough knowledge of English in a brief space of time is, 
not that the system of education now obtaining is defective, but 
because English is so polished and accurate, and to natives 
quite a strange language. Even English lads, whose mother- 
tongue it is, scarcely make any considerable progress in it in 
five or six years, Accordingly the presumption that the pro- 
posed Muhammadan college will impart a thorough knowledge 
to the students in less time than the Government colleges 
cannot be quietly accepted. The writer adds that presump- 
tions of this nature are nothing but the result of enthusiasm 
and over-earnestness in the cause of education, and asa rule 
proceed from those who are themselves ignorant of English, 


The Koh-i-Nur of the 8th August is surprised to find 
that in the grand library in the Town Hall at Amritsar there 


should be but few or no Oriental works. 
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The editor also expresses his regret at the declining g state 
of the Mission School at Jullundur, which during the last, 
two or three years has made very little progress; and no less 
so at the unsuitableness of the building. of the zila school at 
Hoshiarpur, as well as of the boarding house attached to it, 
The school building has cost some Rs. 16,000 in its erection, 
and yet it is neither sufficiently spacious nor is it convenient 
either to the teachers or to the pupils; while the boarding 
house consists of a few dark and imperfectly ventilated rooms, 
each of which serves as a lodging for six or seven boarders, 
and has no accommodation for the Superintendent or Manager, 
who in consequence cannot ¢ exercise proper supervision over his 
trust, | 
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